




In our polarized country, teaching 
history and social studies has never 

been more difficult. 



Educators are wrestling with issues 
of identity and inclusion in the 

classroom … and in the lessons 
they teach.



And they do so in an environment 
that is paying closer attention than 

ever before.





















To get started, let’s explore what 
educators want to accomplish in the 
classroom, the resources they use, 

and the barriers they face. 









But educators are not monolithic in 
their values, attitudes, and beliefs.

Like the broader public, they have a 
variety of perspectives that affect 
how they teach history and social 

studies.





And we found that engagement in 
teaching history in the classroom 

correlated closely with their attitudes 
towards teaching inclusively.













For this research, our focus isn’t so 
much on how to change educator minds 
on the value of inclusion, but more on 

giving educators the tools and 
confidence to teach inclusively. 

We want to help them mainstream 
inclusive history.

















































That activist approach can work in 
some communities … but not in 

most.

And in some communities, any 
movement toward a more inclusive 

history draws criticism.









Turns out, educators had a lot to say 
about political polarization and its effect 

in the classroom, primarily pressure 
from parents/caregivers.

They also had some thoughts about 
their administrations, and how they 

handled issues that arose.



First, why isn’t it coming up for the 
majority of educators? 

Four reasons emerged.













So, let’s do a quick recap of public 
attitudes towards inclusive history, 
since parents and caregivers are 

part of that public.



Source - Audiences and Inclusion: A Primer for Cultivating More Inclusive Attitudes Among the Public (AAM + Wilkening Consulting, 2021)
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Many administrations have decided the safest 
course is one of “neutrality,” which means 

avoidance of hard history and inclusive content 
in the first place.

Essentially, a “safe” middle ground that actually 
promotes a more traditional, white-centered 

history, and excludes a more nuanced 
understanding of the past.











For many educators, fear is stressful, 
but still manageable.

That is, they worry about how they 
handle inclusive content in the 

classroom, and how to navigate a 
politically divided classroom. Their fears 

are real, and they need support. 



But some educators have more 
potent fears that show how difficult 
teaching history and social studies 

has become. 











When we ask educators what they need from 
history museums and historic sites, their first 
response is an immediate “things they would 

use in the classroom response.”

It’s easy to come up with, and specific. 





























The classroom tools and better 
access/organization were the easy 

things that came to educators’ minds. 

But that’s not where they struggle the  
most.



What they need more than anything 
is for you to have their backs.







History and social studies are the 
most contentious subjects taught in 

school.

And educators often feel like they 
are on their own, with no back up 
from administration or from history 

organizations.



If they are going to effectively teach 
a history that is built on multiple 
perspectives, is honest, and is 
inclusive, they need historical 
advocacy tools and backup.









































Some of them are isolated but doing 
the best they can.

Others are feeling the stress of 
political polarization.

This need is not going away.









Because if we want kids to be 
engaged with history, and to learn a 

more complete and inclusive 
history, we have to take care of the 

educators.













If we can support the educator 
through historical advocacy tools, 

professional development, and 
emotional support … we can make 
those desired outcomes more likely 

for more children.





Three Ways to Learn More:



Susie Wilkening
Direct: 206 283 0098
Cell: 518 281 0887

susie@wilkeningconsulting.com
wilkeningconsulting.com
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